AP Euro: Skills Activity — Chapter 18 Frederick the Great & His Father (p.538)

Frederick the Great and His Father

As a young man, the future Frederick the Great was quite different from his strict and austere father,
Frederick William 1. Possessing a high regard for French culture, poetry, and flute playing, Frederick resisted
his father's wishes that he immerse himself in governmental and military affairs. Eventually, Frederick
capitulated to his father's will and accepted the need to master affairs of state. These letters, written when
Frederick was sixteen, illustrate the difficulties in their relationship.

Frederick to His Father, Frederick William I (September 11, 1728)

I have not ventured for a long time to present myself before my dear papa, partly because I was advised a:gainst
it, but chiefly because I anticipated an even worse reception than usval and feared to vex my dear papa still
further by the favor I have now to ask; so I have preferred to put it in writing.

I beg my dear papa that he will be kindly disposed toward me. I do assure him that after long examination of my
conscience I do not find the slightest thing with which to reproach myself; but if, against my wish and will, I
have vexed my dear papa, I hereby beg most humbly for forgiveness, and hope that my dear papa will give over
the fearful hate which has appeared so plainly in his whole behavior and to which I cannot accustom myself. I
have always thought hitherto that I had a kind father, but now I see the contrary. However, I will take courage
and hope that my dear papa will think this all over and take me again into his favor. Meantime I assure him that
I will never, my life long, willingly fail him, and in spite of his disfavor I am still, with most dutiful and
childlike respect, my dear papa's

Most obedient and faithful servant and son,
Frederick

Frederick William to His Son Frederick

A bad, obstinate boy, who does not love his father; for when one does one's best, and especially when one loves
one's father, one does what he wishes not only when he is standing by but when he is not there to see. Moreover
you know very well that I cannot stand an effeminate fellow who has no manly tastes, who cannot ride or shoot
(to his shame be it said!), is untidy about his person, and wears his hair curled like a fool instead of cutting it;
and that ] have condemned all these things a thousand times, and yet there is no sign of improvement. For the
rest, haughty, offish as a country lout, conversing with none but a favored few instead of being affable and
popular, grimacing like a fool, and never following my wishes out of love for me but only when forced into it,
caring for nothing but to have his own way, and thinking nothing else is of any importance. This is my answer.

Frederick William
Historical Thinking Skill

Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence

«  What do these letters reveal about expectations of gender roles at the Prussian
court?

Source: From Readings in European History, vol. 2, by James Harvey Robinson (Lexington, Mass.: Ginn and
Co., 1906).



