Socialisms

1. SOCIALISMS (Plural) = RESPONSE TO MACHINEs & CAPITALISM
a. SOCIALISM= ATTACK ON CAPITALISM AS A SYSTEM

i. BY RADICALS & REFORMISTS

ii.  NOT just Attack on Ills of Capitalism: Wages, Conditions, etc

b. TYPES OF SOCIALISMS

i. Socialism: Government or collective ownership of Means of Production (MOPS) & Distribution of Goods (DOGS)

ii. UTOPIAN Socialism: [socialism] achieved within an “Ideal Community”

iii. Anarchism: “an-archy” = w/o rule: [ditto on socialism]

a. But first destroy ALL Institutions (government, churches, families) b/c they are destructive to “freedom” & “happiness”

b. Spontaneously, a VOLUNTEER-based society will “spring up” to meet all needs

iv. Marxism (“Scientific Socialism”):

a. Common ownership of MOPS & DOGS

b. Classless Society in the end

c. Each produces i.a.w. his ability and receives i.a.w. his need

d. Government “atrophies” (withers) & all responsibilities performed on volunteer basis

2. UTOPIANISM: Utopian Socialism and Anarchism

a. UTOPIAN SOCIALISM

i. DEFINED: FLEE EVIL SOCIETY TO ACHIEVE SOCIALISM w/n IDEAL COMMUNITIES

ii. Beginnings in ENGLAND: Sir Thomas MORE, UTOPIA, 1516

iii. Scotland: Robert OWEN (“England’s 1st Socialist”) & Overview

a. Reformed his OWN Factories in Scotland

b. A LOT of influence on America

iv. France:

a. Saint-Simon, NEW CHRISTIANITY, 1825: Organize entire NATIONAL economy TOP down

b. Charles Fourier (1841-51):

i. Organize LOCAL economies (phalansteries) BOTTOM up 

ii. “From each acc. To his ability to each acc. To his need”

2. Anarchism: “Lacking or having NO Rules/s”

a. DEFINED: Opposition to ANY imposed Authority

b. Overturn Government s (violence or activism) ->VOLUNTERISTIC Society

c. VERY Optimistic

d. 2 GENERAL TRADITIONS/KINDS OF ANARCHISTS:

e. Philosophical Anarchists: Change through Evolution/ Reform: Proudhon, L. Tolstoy

f. Radical Anarchists: Change thru Revolution & Violent Overthrow: M. Bakunin

i. Violent Anarchists assassinate many leaders c. 1900: Carnot of France, McKinley in USA

ii. This dichotomy of Reform/Evolution VS Radical/Revolution is present thru-out Socialism

iii. Assassinated: Sadi Carnot (France), King Umberto (Italy), Tsar of Russia, Pres. Mc Kinley (USA)

3. COMMUNISM: MARXISM/SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM

a. “SCIENTIFIC” SOCIALIM: KARL MARX’S SYNTHESIS

i. KARL MARX (1818-1883)

1. German Jewish Roots

2. Shows both ENLIGHTMENT & ROMANTIC Influences

3. Met & collaborated w/ Frederich Engels

4. 1848, COMMUNIST MANIFESTO
a. Begins: “There is a specter [ghost/spirit] stalking Europe; it is the specter of Communism.”

b. Ends: “Workers of the world Unite! You have nothing to lose but your chains!” (NB: Internationalism)

5. ca. 1883, DAS KAPTIAL (w/ Engles, published after KM’s Death)

ii. Marxist Synthesis

1. “SCIENTIFIC”: b/c HX= Method & provides evidence; politics= purpose

2. “I TURNED HEGEL ON HIS HEAD”

a. HEGEL: “HXL DIALECTIC” –IDEAS=Forces moving HX

b. MARX: Forces move on HX = Materialism & Means of Production

3. Hence, MARXISM (COMMUNISM)= MATERIALISTIC AND DETERMINED (foreordained, can’t be stopped)

a. DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM

b. HISTORICAL MATERIALISM

c. ECONOMIC DETERMINISM

4. MARX’S HXL DIALECTIC (Hxl Struggle)= Exploitation of Means of Production

a. Ancient world: Slavery exploited by Masters

b. Medieval World: Serfs exploited by Lords (Feudalism)

c. Modern Worlds: Workers exploited by Capitalism

d. FINAL Stage:

i. Workers’ Revolution

ii. Will establish Communism, Dictatorship of PROLERTARIAT (“Propertyless” from Latin)

e. ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY CONDITIONS OF WORKERS’ REVOLUTION

i. Occurs in mature capitalist societies

ii. Workers Take over Means of Production (Bottom-Up Revolution)

iii. Establish Classless Society: ALL will be just workers

iv. Liquidate Dead capitalist order

v. Then, Establish Pure Communism

f. ESTABLISHMENT OF PURE COMMUNISM- WHAT  IS PURE COMMUNISM?

i. Common ownership of All Property

ii. State “wither away” -> Workers Soviets which make decisions re: Production

iii. “True Liberty” established in Workers’ Paradise s/ No coercive state

iv. All “governing functions” -> Voluntary Association & Production 

v. Borrowed phrase: “From ea. acc. to ability, to ea. acc. to Need” from Fourier 

iii. SCIENTIFIC MATERIALISTIC DETERMINISM
1. Foreordained by Economic History

2. Marx said: “ HIS socialism was NOT “idealistic” but “scientific” b/c he got data from history (!)

iv. NB: “Marxism” is NOT the same as later theories: Lenin, Stalin, Mao, et. Alia

b. CRITIQUE OF MARX AND MARXISM

i. UNREALISTIC, ROMANTIC, UTOPIAN, PERFECTIONISTIC (i.e., “Liberal)

ii. A FAITH w/ Marx as “god”: Lenin/ Trotsky et al. as Prophets, & “heaven” of Workers’ Paradise

iii. WHY SUCCESS? THEORY (replaced religious faith) & PRAXIS (told how to achieve paradise)

iv. DID NOT DELIEVER ON ITS SOCIAL OR ECONOMIC PROMISES- NEO-Marxism coming???

c. INTERPRETERS OF MARX

i. REVOLUTIONARY INTERPRETERS/ Violence is Necessary to bring about Revolution: Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin, Mao

ii. EVOLUTIONARY INTREPRETERS in REFORMIST TRADITION: Bernstein (Germany), Gramsei (Italy)

1. Slow Evolution thru Reform-. Communist State

2. “Parliamentary Communism”- Communism by statue 

d. MARX & DARWIN

i. Marx viewed Darwin’s theory as “proof” of his own “struggle” theory & sent copy of some of his work to Darwin

ii. No evidence Darwin read it: Darwin thought Liberalism & Free Enterprise fit better w/ Evolutionary theory
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