World War One Practice DBQ – Cliff’s AP Euro Book – Rubric

Prompt: Analyze the responsibility of the European powers towards the outbreak of WW1.

Document Summary:

1. Chart on arms expenditures 1870-1914 that includes GB, F, G, AH, I

2. NY Times Article about the assassination of FF… US neutral in 1914

3. Quote from Gavrilo Princip, assassin of FF… nationalist

4. German Kaiser position of support for AH… alliance talking

5. AH ultimatum excerpts… AH aggression?

6. GB position of support for R & F / GB report of knowledge of F – R support

7. Kaiser telegram to Czar hoping for unified position, hoping for resolution

8. Czar reply to Kaiser pleading for Kaiser to intervene to stop AH war on S

9. Treaty of Versailles war guilt clause… Article 231

10. German protest to Treaty of Versailles

Potential Groupings:

1. Assassination = 1,2… POVs clear

2. Prepping for war & rising tensions = 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

3. G responsibility = 1, 4, 9 (acceptance by signing)… but 7 = G trying to decrease tension & 10 G denying full responsibility

4. AH responsibility = 1, 5

5. Allied or shared responsibility = 1, 2 (conspiracy by Serbia), 6, 3 (Serbian role), 10 (imperialism by all to blame)… but 8 = R trying to decrease tension

6. Others?

POVs:

1. 2 = US as a neutral

2. 3 = Princip as a nationalist, fanatic?

3. 4, 6 = alliance members and loyalty

4. 7, 8 = national leaders & relatives (outside info) who seek best interest for their nations

5. 10 = defeated German view, would it be the same if they had won?

Outside Info:

1. Arms race, imperialism in other global areas

2. Earlier German aggression… Austro-Prussian War, Franco-Prussian War

3. Other tensions raisers such as Balkan Wars, Moroccan Crises

4. Leaders relationships through family, Queen Victoria’s death 

5. Alliance names

6. Serbian quest for independence, Pan-Slavic Movement
