US History – Debating Contemporary Social Issues

I. Preparation

1. Read the debate topic statement.  

2. List and explain the arguments that could be used to justify both the “FOR” and “AGAINST” positions.  

3. Summarize your current personal position and explain why you believe this way.

4. Research the topics and prepare to speak intelligently on behalf of either side of the argument.

	Debate Topic
	REASONS FOR
	REASONS AGAINST
	My opinion… because…

	1. RESOLVED: 

ALL people living in the US, regardless of immigration status, should have the same rights, privileges and legal protections


	
	
	

	Debate Topic
	REASONS FOR
	REASONS AGAINST
	My opinion… because…

	2. RESOLVED:

The decision to terminate an unwanted pregnancy is solely that of the pregnant woman and should be protected by the US government.


	
	
	

	Debate Topic
	REASONS FOR
	REASONS AGAINST
	My opinion… because…

	3. RESOLVED:

The US government should guarantee the ability to marry a person of one’s choice, regardless of race, religion or sexual preference.


	
	
	

	Debate Topic
	REASONS FOR
	REASONS AGAINST
	My opinion… because…

	4. RESOLVED:

Prostitution, drug use and other “victimless crime” should be legalized across America.


	
	
	

	Debate Topic
	REASONS FOR
	REASONS AGAINST
	My opinion… because…

	5. RESOLVED:

The US government should limit or ban handguns, assault rifles and other weapons as a means to reduce violent crime in America.


	
	
	

	Debate Topic
	RESONS FOR
	REASONS AGAINST
	My opinion… because…

	6. RESOLVED:

The right to take one’s own life should be guaranteed and protected by the US government.


	
	
	


II. Participation, Observation and Post – Debate Debriefing:

1. During the debates: List your observations of each of the following debates.  

2. Summarize two (2) main points made for each side of the argument.  Explain who presented their arguments best and why you think so;

	Debate Topic
	Observations
	Summary of Key Points + & -

	Immigrant Rights
	
	

	Pregnancy Termination
	
	

	Alternative Lifestyle Choices & Rights
	
	

	Prostitution, Drugs & Victimless Crime
	
	

	Weapons
	
	

	Euthanasia


	
	


III. Write a summary response to this experience.  

(A) Discuss which two issues you feel most passionate about and why.  

(B) Explain any new questions or changes in thought that have arisen because of this activity. 

(C) Explain how you might engage as a responsible citizen / resident of America on one of these two issues.

PAGE  
4

