Document 4.10

From Frederick the Great, Essay on the Forms of Government
Meodern History Sourcebook: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/hre-prussia.asp

A sovereign must possess an exact and detailed knowledge of the strong and of the weak points of his
country. He must be thoroughly acquainted with its resources, the character of the people, and the
national commerce....

Rulers should always remind themselves that they are men like the least of their subjects. The sovereign
is the foremost judge, general, financier, and minister of his country, not merely for the sake of his
prestige. Therefore, he should perform with care the duties connected with these offices. He is merely
the [first] servant of the State. Hence, he must act with honesty, wisdom, and complete
disinterestedness in such a way that he can render an account of his stewardship to the citizens at any
moment. Consequently, he is guilty if he wastes the money of the people, the taxes which they have
paid, in luxury, pomp, and debauchery. He who should improve the morals of the people, be the
guardian of the law, and improve their education should not pervert them by his bad example.

Princes, sovereigns, and king have not been given supreme authority in order to live in luxurious self-
indulgence and debauchery. They have not been elevated by their fellow-men to enable them to strut
about and to insult with their pride the simple-mannered, the poor, and the suffering. They have not
been placed at the head of the State to keep around themselves a crowd of idle loafers whose
uselessness drives them towards vice. The bad administration which may be found in monarchies
springs from many different causes, but their principal cause lies in the character of the sovereign. A
ruler addicted to women will become a tool of his mistresses and favourites, and these will abuse their
power and commit wrongs of every kind, will protect vice, sell offices, and perpetrate every infamy....

The sovereign is the representative of his State. He and his people form a single body. Ruler and ruled
can be happy only if they are firmly united. The sovereign stands to his people in the same relation in
which the head stands to the body. He must use his eyes and his brain for the whole community, and
act on its behalf to the common advantage. If we wish to elevate monarchical above republican
government, the duty of sovereigns is clear. They must be active, hard-working, upright and honest, and
concentrate all their strength upon filling their office worthily. That is my idea of the duties of
sovereigns.

From The Foundations of Germany, J. Ellis Barker, trans. {(New York: E. P. Dutton, 1916}, pp. 22-23
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Proclamation of Religious Toleration by Joseph Il of Austria
Source: http://college.cengage.com/history/primary sources/west/joseph_ii_religious toleration.htm

In order to make the Jews more useful, the discrimination hitherto observed in relation to their
clothing is abolished in its entirety. Consequently the obligation for the men to wear yellow
armbands and the women to wear yellow ribbons is abolished. If they behave quietly and
decently, then no one has the right to dictate to them on matters of dress.

Within two years the Jews must abandon their own language.... Consequently the Jews may
use their own language only during religious services.

Those Jews who do not have the opportunity to send their children to Jewish schools are to be
compelled to send them to Christian schools, to learn reading, writing, arithmetic and other
subjects.

Jewish youth will also be allowed to attend the imperial universities.

To prevent the Jewish children and the Jews in general suffering as a result of the concessions
granted to them, the authorities and the leaders of the local communities must instruct the
subjects in a rational manner that the Jews are to be regarded like any other fellow human-
beings and that there must be an end to the prejudice and contempt which some subjects,
particularly the unintelligent, have shown towards the Jewish nation and which several times in
the past have led to deplorable behaviour and even criminal excesses. On the other hand the
Jews must be warned to behave like decent citizens and it must be emphasised in particular
that they must not allow the beneficence of His Majesty to go to their heads and indulge in
wanton and licentious excesses and swindling.

Credits: T. C. W. Blanning, Joseph Il and Enlightened Despotism (London: Longman, 1970), 142-144.



