Chapter 5: Key Issue 3 - Where Are English Language Speakers Distributed?
Why Do Individual Languages Vary among Places?



1. How did English become so widely diffused?
2. What three European peoples originally came together to form the English people and English language?

3. From where did these people come?

4.  What two subsequent invasions added additional words to the evolving English language?

5. Dialects are defined as “regional variations of a language” and are distinguished by three things.  List them.

a.

b.

c.

6. Define standard language.
7. What is the standard language form of English?  From where did it come (3 cities)?  How was it diffused throughout Britain?
8.  In a single word, why is American English different from that spoken in England? _________________________
9. What was the source region of settlers for each of the three distinct dialect regions in the eastern USA?
10. Finish the following two sentences and fill in the blanks

· In most instances, words which are different in various dialects are words which are related to ______________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Language differences, as exhibited in dialects, tend to be greater in ____________________________ than __________________________________ because __________________________________________________________.
11.  People from all three eastern regions migrated into the Midwest, Great Plains, and the Western United States.  Why, then, is there a relatively uniform form of English (dialect) spoken across this enormous area?  (Hint:  a single word will do).

Chapter 5: Key Issue 2 – Why Is English related to Other Languages?


1. Please make FOUR bullet points about the Indo-Iranian branch.

2. Balto-Slavic branch:  Answer the questions below in full sentences.

a. How did Russian become the most important East Slavic language?

b. What is the most important West Slavic language?  What controversy involves it?
c. Describe the controversy between Czech and Slovak languages under Czechoslovakia’s government.  

d. Why are South Slavic languages, which were once very similar to each other, becoming increasingly different?

3. Romance branch:  Answer the questions in full sentences.
a. From what language did all Romance languages descend?

b. List the four most important Romance languages:

c. What is the name for the spoken form of Latin (not the literary form)?

d. What is Francien? What are two important dialectical divisions of France today?
e. What is Castillian?
f. How many countries in Latin America have Spanish as their official language?

g. How does Spain maintain control of Spanish?

h. Why is Portugal upset about the standardization of Portuguese?

i. Distinguishing individual languages from dialects is difficult.  Give some examples of dialects that are viewed as being different enough to merit consideration as separate languages.

j.  Define creolized language and give an example of one.

4. Contrast the Kurgan (Nomadic Warrior) and Renfrew (Sedentary Farmer) theories language origination.
